EPA-R5-2019-004886_0002361

Issue: EPA/Michigan Department of Environmental Quality MDEQ Cooperative Relationship

Accelerates Cleanup at the Allied Paper, Inc./Portage Creelk/Kalamazoo River Superfund Site —
Kalamazoo, Michigan

Messages:
e EPA and MDEQ have made significant cleanup progress over the last decade at the Allied
Paper/Portage Creek/Kalamazoo River site, working cooperatively and utilizing combined

Iesources.
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Background/Status: The site was listed on the National Priorities List in August 1990 and consists of
four landfills, five former paper mill properties, approximately 77 miles of the Kalamazoo River from
Morrow Lake dam to Lake Michigan, and a three-mile stretch of Portage Creek — all contaminated with
PCBs. EPA and MDEQ have worked in close partnership over the last ten years, making effective use of
combined resources to ensure that the potentially responsible parties conduct technically-sound, cost-
effective cleanups. Currently, cleanup Work na 1 7- mlle stretch ot the Kalamazoo
River near Otsego, Michigan, o order for asvbe sdas-patota
tlmc—crmcal removal action. The removal actlon began in August 2016 and 0y
i 2 = 5132018 remove dpproxxmately 20 OOO
cublc yards of PLB contammated sed1rnent and soil s EPA’

community outreach activities \-quanerlv pubhc meetlngs fact shec S,
newsletters, a list-serve, site tours, and individual outreach to smaller stakeholder groups

>

Contact: Jim Saric, R5 SFD, 312-886-0992, saric.james(@epa.gov, Paul Ruesch, RS SFD, 312-886-7898
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Ruesch.pauli@epa.gov; Nicole Wood-Chi, RS ORC, 312-886-0664, wood.nicole@epa.gov
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